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Christmas Chef
.By -DAVIS T-RACV.

fCopyrlglil. 1M7, by C. N. I.urlo.1
in you get cno, John?"

Mrs. ItotsfouLspoko cngor-
ly, nliiuisl hysfTnoally.
"Yis; 1 Hont hör round to

the kitchen entrance."
"Cnn she cook?'1
"She Is uont niul very nice looking,"

Mr. Botsford temporized defonstvcly.
"She Bays she run do every kind of
housework from up parrot to down cob
lar."
"But cnn sliu eook.fancy dlBÜcs, I

menu';"
"She Bays Hint she had quite n ropu-

tntlou at homo for plain, wholesome
cooking, nml she is willing to luuru. 1
told her what you wanted."
Mrs. Botsford dropped upon a stool,

her eyes lining.
"Oh. John," she ejaculated, "It's 11

o'elm u now. and Cousin Kdwnrd's linn-
ecu Is coming nt It o'clock to stny until
Saturday, and she und Edward and
some of her people will ho hero for
Christmas dinner tomorrow, and you
know I have never BeOll the girl or any
of them. We must have things nice.
The glii's worth a clear million In her
own right. Oh, .lohn, why need our
cool; get sick nt such n time and".
Mrs. BptSford was becoming Incoher¬
ent, I hi t .lohn nodded compreboudlttgly,
"Hut What else could I doV There's

a corner on servants, osneclnlly cooks,
nt this season. The only suggestion of
one besides Sarah was a ten dollar a
day chef who commences on a regular
job Monday Of course you don't
want a chef for two days."
Mrs. Hotsford-sprang to her feet, her

flue suddenly radiant.
"The very thing:" she cried. "Ho

can do the url work nud your cook the

II:

"Tin: omr/b wonra a clhah million."
plain dishes. A chef will bo bo.so
chic, and you know Miss Lenox has
been used to everything. lie.a chef
Is be, isn't he, John?"
"Why, yes, I suppose so. That line

always been my impression, though 1
don't suppose there Is any law about
a girl BHing the position. The managet
In this case only stated that u ehel
could be bad for two days."

"Well, It's a man, of course. Now
hurry to tbe telephone, please, befon
some one else gets him."
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Rln> waited until her husband re¬
turned from the telephone, nodding.
"Hays the chef will I»- up at I o'clock

sharp, JÜlta, Now I'll go downtown
mill order the Christmas trimmings
mid things."
At o'clock sharp n call rolled bp to

thn door, mid u cirl alighted, Sirs,
llotsford's countenance fell n little,
Inn rose :ih Ilu> clrl opeuod tht' unto
mid wont toward the Bide entrance, it
Was the chef, though but a girl, ami

"NOW VOO MAY LHAV1! Mr. IN CHA1IOK."
(bo fuel of her coining in a onb and be¬
ing well dressed was significant uf §iü' a day.
Mrs. Botsfold did not wait for the'second girl to answer the bell, bill hur-

rled to the sldo entrance. The occn-
slon t-ns too momentous for ceremony,I As sbo threw open the door the girl
wns Lending over a lino clump of Inte
chrysanthemums Hint were smilingdaringly Into the very teeth of whiter.
Mrs. Itolsford's heart warmed toward
her Instantly. A girl who could bend
over llowers with thai look was not an
ordinary workman, but nil artist. As
the girl smiled, nodded mid came for¬
ward Mrs. iiotsford almost caught her
In her arms.
"oh, my dear," she riled, without

giving the chef an opportunity to
speak, "you don't know how glad 1 ain
to see you! I will take you right Into
Iho kitchen, and Sarah will show you
where everything Is. I shall not make
a suggestion, for I kcc you are perfect¬
ly capable, Only do make It Ju«d as.
as comprehensive as you can. Miss
Lenox is accustomed to everything,
and- and I want to make lief like me
so much and to please Kdward."
She had been hurrying the chef

through the hall lo the kitchen. At
the door, to her surprise, the chef
pressed a light kiss upon her forehead.
"if yon nie as nice to Miss I.cnox as

you are to me," she smiled, "I tlilnk
she will like you. Now you inny leave
nie In charge. I will do the best I
ran."
Mrs. Ttotsford returned to the draw¬

ing room. rubbing her forehead
thoughtfully.
"What's the natter, Julia," her hus¬

band asked- "another headacheV
"N-no," doubtfully; "that's where the

chef kissed me. 1 never had a Kiel
kiss mo as soon ls-fore. lint I don't

'

care If only she diffuses her artist soul
through the cooking. She ban an art¬
ist soul, John, I saw It In her eyes."

, At 3 o'clock she was ngnln at the
l window, but there was no carriage la

night. Two itlnutes later the tele-

phone rang. Sho went to tho tele-
phoilO herself.
"Wünt'H Hint you say? Can't eome?

Why, that's too bad. But you will bo
hero tomorrow, of course? what?
Will rend note7 Yes. Well, come us
eurly as you can."
An hour later tho note mine. Mrs.

Hotsford read it with a perplexed face,
then passed it to her husband.
"I didn't Know she spelled her name

that way, John," she said, "though of
course we never saw It spelled out.
I'm afraid she's not so well educated
as we IhoUgtlt, And of course a lover''
opinion Isn't always reliable, f-'sjr
Edward!"
Mr. Botsford nodded vague.'/ aud

opened the note, which read-
Denr Mr. nmi Mrs. Botsford.Sorry I

caitinot com»? according '«» agreement,
imp. ratlvo summon* elsewhere, win see
you tomorrow. Faithfully, oto.,

M. LBIIKNOCK8.
"Rather abrupt for good form, Isn't

It?" queried M*. Hotsford. "The name
might masquerade almost any nation¬
ality that's foreign, but never mind,
Julia. We must lie us nice to her us
We can for Edward's sake."
At 0 o'clock that night after the

palms niul mistletoe and holly had
been arranged Sarah suddenly burst
upon them with face full of consterna¬
tion.
"The chef:" she gasped. "She's gono

.left entirely! 1 wuh ut the range,
watehlu' the turkey, an' she come In
with her bat on nil' said that every¬
thing was ready, so i could attend to it1
now. an' she left this note for ye."
"Hilt why did she go?" gasped Mrs.

Botsford. "I thought".
"She said everything was all ready,"

Sarah repeated stolidly, "an' that I
could attend to It now. There," as a
clear car tinkle sounded outside; "that's
her enr stiirtln' now. She said she
wanted to Clttcll the 0 o'clock."
Sirs. Botsford opened the Hole with

trembling lingers. As she read she
frowned, looked mortllled, laughed
and dually passed the note to her bus-
band, with shining eyes. "Shu's nil
right," was her only comment, the
note rend:
Dear Mrs. Uotaford.You really must

forgive me; l hud an errand downtown
niul 10 called at your house an hour
earlier than I Intended, thinking that l
would slop there itwhlle. and then per-hnps you und 1 would ilo tho errand to¬
gether. A Night of your lovely chrysan¬themums drew NM straight through tho
gutu to the side entrance. Then you
opened the door, niul some way wo drifted
Into tho kitchen before 1 <iulte roallsed
what I was lining. Then your straits
nml u remembrance] of former triumphsOOnSplred to do the rest. 1 reully do lovo
CÖOltlng niul have taken a lot of coursed
In special tilings. 1 think I have excelled
myself this time nnd believe you will bo
rallsued with the result. Barah nnd tho
second girl can manage the rest verynicely, I shall do my errand now and
will stay with my aunt nt tho Mal I-
borough tonight, it will bo more con¬
venient. YOU may expect us quite early
tomorrow looming. Lovingly,

MARQUBR1TB LENOX.

In tho Kitchen.
Miss Ella (the cook) Co Moug, now.

Mlstuh Jobnslngl How dare yo' kiss
mail ruby lips?
Mr. Johnson.Po' do I.nwd, Miss

Jnckslng, Ah Jess couldn' crslst claim-
In! de privilege WheU Ah seen dut nils-
tlotoe.
Miss Kiln.What mistletoe yo' nil

talklu' 'bout?
Mr. Johnson.W'y, dnt hangln' f'om

do shelf light 'hove yo' beautiful bald.
Miss Eibl Huh! Hut's nothln' but a

bunch o" spinach!

For the Pretonl.
"1 am very glad to learn," said tho

girl friend who had come to spend the
Christmas holidays with her. "that you
ure on good terms with Sir. Smiley for
the present."
"Yes," replied Miss Stnlrkey, "Just

for tho preseut. you know."

The Perfect Kiaa.
Why osculation has received so lit-

tie attention from wise men we cannot
tell. It may bo that thinking and kiss
lug go not well together. If so, few
of us would require long time to choose
between them, or possibly the subject
has seemed to require too delicate
handling, or It may have seemed trl-
(ling. We neither know nor care. The
tuost valuable practical lesson to be do-
lived from experience and now set
down Is that closing of the eyes Is es-
sent la I to perfection In kissing. Aside
from this bint to those of congenial
spirit we would merely direct the at¬
tention of those who may decry tho
Importance of the tuple to the lntlu-
euee of the charm In retaining bold
upon one worth keeping nnd renderingless frequent and hazardous thoso nb-
semes which nre only too likely to'
make the heart grow fonder.of some
one else. (Jeorge Harvey In North.American Review.

Cedar Shavings For Do.;;.
If your dogs me troubled with fleas

a very simple way to get lid of the
pest is to provide beds of fresh cedar
shavings or, better, cedar excelsior In
the kennels or wherever the dogs sleep.The scent Is not nt all unpleasant to
the dogs, but is abhorrent to the tie.is.
When a dog's coat gets thoroughlyscented not only do the (lens leave him
while asleep, but they will not Jump
upon htm when he Is'out in the sand
during tho day. .Country Lifo in
America.

Vanity and Love.
"Do you agree with the woman who

says that vanity Is a much strongerpassion than love?"
"Well, 1 know that there Is a greaterdemand for mirrors than for vuleu-tines.".Cleveland Plain Healer.

He Called It.
Peggy.Now, will yon listen to mowhile 1 tell you the plain truth. Reg-gy? Iteggy I'm all eats. Peggy. Peg-gy-i hut's Just what I was going to

say, only I should have put il differ-uulljv-Illustriiled Hits.

Furniture at acrifice!
WE ARE OVERSTOCKED AND THE FURNITURE MUST GO

Cost price has nothing to do with the deal. We
need the money and the Christmas trader gets a
bargain. Until December 25th we offer our entire
stock of Furniture, &c, at a discount of 25 PER

CENT. OFF, cash only.
Everything marked in plain figures. The largest and finest stock of Fur¬

niture ever shown in Newport News. A rare chance to save money. Visit
our establishment and be convinced.

Newport News Furniture Co.
3007-9 Washington Avenue.

a

Santa Claus Says There Is Some¬
thing Doing at Gammel's

Buy now, we have
lots o! room. Can
send packages
when you wish.

Dressed and Undressed
10c fo $10.00

Doll Carts
25c to $0.00

many styles to se¬
lect from.
SEE OUR $1 DOLLS

Express Wagons, the
good and strong kind,

75c to $2.00
Wood Wagons

10c to 50c
Tea Sets, 15c to $1.50
Trunks, 25c to $1.00

We have many things to
please the children aud
make the old folka glid.

OUR QUALITIES
arc high.

OUR PRICES
are low.
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You will have to see to appreciate the many good things in our
Toy Department.Santa Claus Headquarters.

The early buyers
get the pick. We
have many things
to select from.

Fancy Lamps
We have many new aud
pretty .styles, prices to
suit all.

See Our

Faaicy China
We have many now pat¬
terns.
We hare many good
things in cur table and
peek et cutlery. »

We have many things in
house and kitchen ne¬

cessities.

Seeing is believing, s:>
c imc and exclaim as
others

in an endless va¬

riety.

Gammel Hardware & Crockery Co
3202=3204, Washington, Ave., Newport News Va.


